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Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.08 pm]: I would like to inform the house 
that on 7 July 2015, the Governor approved the appointment of Dr Thomas Hatton as chairman of the 
Environmental Protection Authority board and the reappointment of Mr Robert Harvey as the deputy chairman 
of the board, in accordance with section 7(2) of the Environmental Protection Act. Both appointments will take 
effect in November of this year. Dr Hatton and Mr Harvey have been appointed for a five-year term, joining 
members Mr Glen McLeod and Ms Elizabeth Carr on the independent board, which provides advice to 
government on the environmental acceptability of development proposals. Dr Hatton has significant expertise in 
environmental science and its application to issues of state development. He brings more than 25 years of 
national and international scientific research experience to the role, and is on scientific advisory boards for the 
Department of Water and the University of Western Australia, where he is also an adjunct professor. Dr Hatton 
has demonstrated a high level of integrity, commitment and professional competency as the current chair of the 
Marine Parks and Reserves Authority, and as one of the three independent delegates assessing the 
Browse liquefied natural gas precinct strategic proposal. 

Mr Harvey was appointed to the EPA in 2012, and has considerable board experience and many years of 
expertise in water resource management and related environmental issues. Mr Harvey was a member of the 
Water Corporation board from 2007 until this year, and has been a member of the Western Australian 
Planning Commission since 2010. I would also like to acknowledge Dr Paul Vogel, whose eight years of service 
to the EPA board will end on 4 November 2015. Dr Vogel will continue as chairman for his full term, which will 
assist greatly during this transition period. Dr Vogel has made a significant contribution to the EPA with his 
skills and experience in environmental management. The depth and breadth of the scientific, technical and 
practical knowledge that Dr Vogel has brought to the EPA’s deliberations have added significantly to the 
capacity of the EPA board in its decision-making and recommendations to government. I congratulate Dr Hatton 
on his new appointment and Mr Harvey on his reappointment to the EPA Board. Expressions of interest to fill 
a fifth position on the board have already commenced.  
 

 [1] 


	ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AUTHORITY — APPOINTMENTS
	Statement by Minister for Environment


